
I F  T H O U  B U T  S U F F E RGOD TO GI .J  IDE TH E E

Quite a few years ago,  near ly  a l l  the boys wanted to wear coonskin caps.  Anolher  year . r l l  the bt ;ys and g i r ls
p layed wi th "hoola"  hoops.  Every once in  awhi le  a new " fad"  seems to take hold of  everyonc.  A " iad"  is
something that  is  very popular  for  a shor t  whi le  and then i t  goes out  of  s ty lc .

One reason for  learn ing the great  hymns of  the Church is  that  unl ike fads and popular  songs good hymns
last  forever .  Look through your  hymnbook to see how nrany hymns we re wr i t te ' r ' r  in  the 

. l  
800s or  ihe 1700s o l

even longer  ago than that !

Just  imagine!  Over  300 years ago,  when your  grcat-grcat-great 'greal -grc i i l - t i . l r r l fa ther  wi rsabor . r t  1 , r , , r r  ag, .  h i r
w a s  s i n g i n g  t h e  s a m e  h y m n  t h a t  y o u  a n d  m a n y  o t h c r  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  u r . ' l t . r r . ; : i n g :  I l  l l t L t u  l l L , t  ' . . : i ! t ' |  ( t t ;  t
Cuide Th ee.

This  hymn teaches us something we wi l l  a lways want  to  renren. tber  that  i f  wc le t  God be orr  gr r idc r  -L i rc

choices we make as we grow upJ then He wi l l  g ive us thc s t fcnglh t . l  hr" . lp  us t l r ro t rg l r  an!  l r r r l rb lL . -  ( ) r  i , r i , f , ,  nr \
we might  meet  throughout  our  l i fe t ime.

This  promisc must  have worked for  our  grandfathos bccaLrse s ince th. \ '  wefe l i l t le  t l ( )ys,  our  r 'or l r1  l l . r : ,  l ; . .1
through at  least  a dozen wars,  many ear thquakes and f loods . rnd tor  nadoes,  and many d iT i f rcr r r  s i .Lr rur , ,  s
and yct ,  a l l  o f  us today have a more wonderfu l  p lace lo  l iv t .  than grandlathcr  r 'vcr  drcanre. l  t  or i ld  i rc  prr r , i t : ' i i : .

lsn ' l  i t  good to s ing the 2nd and 3rd s tanzas and know lh. l t  wc l r . rve bccn c l r , rs . ' i ,  by L i t - ,d  fo l  l l is  \ : . r ,  r r \ , r ,
and that  God needs us to s ing,  pray and l ive so as to teJch othefs b)  oLrr  cxar l rp le,  about  l l is  rv . i t  . .

I t  m i g h t  b c  f u n  f o r  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c h o i r  f r i e n d s  t o  d i s c o Y c r  i n  w h a t  c o u n t r i e s  y o u r  o w l 1  g r ! - a t - g . t  g ' g  g r a i r i l l . r i i ; t r ,
l i v e d -  W h a t  l a n g r . t a g c  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s p o k e n ?  C a n  y o u  l i n c l  t h , r t  c o u n l r v  r . , n  i h c  l r r . r p i  l s  i t . r  i r - e r  L ! r i r l i - \
t o d a y  o r  d o  w c  n e c d  t o  p r a y  t o  G o d  t o  h e l p  t h e  p c o p l e  t h e r c  t o  r c - d i s c o v e f  t h ! ' f i r e . r n i n g .  d  r h c  o p p , ) i . , o r r i i \ '
for  f reed om ?

G e o r g e  N e u m a r k ,  w h o  w r o t e  b o t h  t h e  t e x l  a n d  t u n e ,  a s  a  y o u n g  [ ] . r n  t f a v e l i n g  t o  b c g i n  h i s  w o r l  . i t  i i r c
univers i ty ,  was at tacked by robbers who robbed h im o l  a l l  h is  |nc. ,ncy ar id  lu lLrables.  This  l , : f t  h i r r  d . : , i r i i rk '
s o  h e  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e  h i s  e d u c a t i o n .  D i s c o u r a g e c i ,  o u t  o f  m o n e y ,  n o t  k n o w i n g  w h a t  t o  d o ,  h c  w a s  1 { i . r r , l
a  p o s i t i o n  o f  t u t o r i n g  t h e  c h l l d r e n  o f  a  w e a l t h y  f a m i l y .  F r o m  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  . r r r d  i n  h i s  d e c p  g r a t i l u C t  :  ) ' .  0 i i ,
h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  w r i t e  o u r  h y m n  t o s h o w  m a n k i n d ' s  n e c d  f o r  f . r i t h  a n d  h o p e :  l i  i h o u  B u t  S u t f e t  ( ' , o d  l t , t . . , : ; d .
Thee.

W h y  n o t  m a k e  a  l i s t  o f  a l l  t h e  h y m n s  y o u  k n o w  a n d  t r y  t o  d i : c o v e r  i n  w h a t  c o u l t t r y  t h e y  w c r r  i i . \ i  l v t i t l e n i
When you grow up,  perhaps you'd l ike to  t ravel  around the wor ld s inging hymns so thal  Chr is t ians in . r ' r : r ) . ,
country  would recognize the tunes and s ing a long wi th you .  .  .  in  the i r  own language,  of  coursc.  l r ' r  . i . { tood
idea so that  a l l  the wor ld would be th ink ing more togethcr  instcad of  ever ;one th ink ing in  a l l  d i rer : r i r - - r is .  i . , i r ' t
i t ?
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